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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Claim amendments and status: 

1 . (C oirently amended) A method of allowing a player to participate in aft a 
reduced intemxption gaming session when a jackpot over a threshold amount is won, the method 
utilizing a tracking device having a central server^ and wherein the tracking device is configur e d 
to b e conji e ct e d connectabte to a one or more gaming machines, the method comprising: 

collecting player-related information; 
storing the player-related information; 

allowing the player to participate in a gaming session substantially uninterrupted; 

recording jackpot-related information in the tracking device whenever a jackpot greater 
than a threshold amount is won; 

crediting winnings to the player and ensiiring that the player continuously maintains 
access to all winnings, including all w innln ^R over the threshold amount: 

dTxring the reduced interruption gaming session, enabling pay-out to the plaver of all 
winnings^ including all winnings over the threshold amoxmt. wherein the pay-out occurs before a 
iackpot-related information statement is generated; 

terminating tlie reduced interruption gaming session: and 

generating a statement referencing t)*)e recorded jackpot-related information and stored 
player-related information after the play e r is done pla>dng reduced interruption gaming session is 
terminated - 

2. OPreviously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

enabling a pre-programmed gaming machine to play an uninterrupted session, even if a 
reportable jackpot is won. 

3- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein enabling a pre- 
programmed gaming machine to play an unintemipted session, even if a reportable jackpot is 
won, comprises: 

inserting an agent card; 
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selecting itninteirupted play from a jnenu screen on a display; and 
inserting a player card. 

4. (Pirevioxisly Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein allowing the player to 
participate in a gaming session substantially uninternipted, comprises; 

providing the player with physical access to a game of chance dedicated to uninteirupted 

play. 

5. (Previoxisly Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein collecting player-related 
infonnation further comprises: 

examining documents which quahfy as proof of the player's identity. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein collecting player-related 
infonnation further comprises: 

obtaining tax related information about the player. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein obtaining tax related 
infonnation about the player further comprises: 

accessing a document selected from the group consisting of the player's driver's license, 
the player's social security card, and the player's voter registration card. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the tax related information 
comprises the name, address, and tax identification number of the player. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising reporting 
jaxikpot-related information and player-related infonnation to a taxing authority. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , fiirther comprising providing the 
player with a statement referencing jackpot-related information after the player is done playing. 
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1 1 . (Currently amended) An interactive network linking at least one gaming machine 
and a central control unit for allowing reduced interruption game play, the network comprising: 

a central storage unit in electronic communication with the central control unit, wherein 
the central storage imit tracks and stores player-related information adequate for compliance with 
reporting i^equirements of a taxing authority, 

at least one gaming machine is in commimication with the central control unit, the at least 
one gaming machine is arranged to regdster look up wh e n e ver a jackpot greater than a threshold 
amount is won, wherein the at least one gaming machine sends signals representing jackpot- 
related information to the central control unit, and the jackpot-related information is adequate for 
compliance with reporting requirements of a taxing authority^^ 

wherein the interactive network enables pay-out to the player of all winnings, including 
all winnings over the threshold amoaut during the reduced interruption gaming sessioru and 
wherein the pay-out occurs before a jackpot-related information statement is generated: 

wherein the central control unit automatically returns signals to the at least one gaming 
machine when jackpot-related information is recorde d^ th e r e tiuned signala oauoing the at loact 
on e gaming machin e to unlock ; and 

a reporting unit in communication with the central control unit, wherein the reporting unit 
produces capabl e of producing statements referencing player-related infontiation and jackpot- 
related information , after the reduced interruption gaming session is terminated . 

12. (Original) The network of claim 1 1 , wherein die central control unit is a 
computer. 

1 3 . (Original) The network of claim 1 1 , wherein the player-related information 
includes a name, an address, and a tax identification number of a player. 

1 4. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 1 1 , wherein the reporting unit 
comprises a printer for printing jackpot-related and player-related information on a form required 
by a taxing authority for jackpots over a threshold amount. 
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15. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 1 1, wherein the at least one gaming 
machine includes a microprocessor programmed with a protocol for reduced interruption game 
play. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 15, further comprising: 

a networking computer connected to a plurality of gaming machines and the central 
control unit, the networking computer facilitating electronic communication between the 
plurality of gaming machines and the central control unit. 

17. (Previously Presented) The network of claim ] 5, fiirtlier comprising: 

a player card encoder, wherein each of the at least one gaming machines is in electronic 
communication with a card reader capable of reading information encoded on a player card. 

1 8- (Original) The network of claim 1 7, wherein the at least one gaming machine 
is in communication with a keypad. 

19. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 18, wherein the protocol for reduced 
interruption game play is capable of being activated by an enabling event. 

20. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 19, wherein the enabling event 
includes insertion of an agent card into the card reader, selection of reduced interruption play 
using the keypad, and insertion of a player card into the card reader. 

2 1 . (Previously Presented) The network of claim 20, wherein the protocol for reduced 
interruption game play is deactivated by removal of the player card from the card reader. 

22. (Original) The network of claim 15, wherein physical access is limited to the 
at least one gaming machine. 

23. (Currently amended) A tracking device utilizing a computer program product 
comprising a computer useable medium having a protocol stored thereon, wherein said protocol 
comprises machine r adable code to enable a computer network to allow for a reduced 
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interruption play session on a gaming machine to which the tracking device connects, even when 
a reportable jackpot is won, wherein the machine readable code comprises: 

code to enable a central storage computer to store player-related information; 

code to enable a gaming machine to enter an a reduced interruption play session in 
response to a user input; 

code to enable a gaming machine to send signals representing jackpot-related infomiation 
to the central storage computer when a reportable jackpot is won; 

code to enable the central storage computer to receive and record jackpot-related 
information; 

code to enable pay-out to the player of all winnings, including all winnings over the 
threshold amount during the reduced interruption gaming session, wherein the t>av-out occurs 
before a jackpot-related information statement is generated: 

code to enable a gaming machine to communicate to the central storage computer that a 
reduced interruption session has ended; aad 

code to allow the central storage computer to generate a statement including player- 
related information and jackpot-related information after a reduced interruption session has 
ended. 

24. (Currently amended) A method of allowing a player to participate in ^ a 
reduced interruption session on a gaming machine, the method utilizing a tracking device having 
a central computer and wherein the tracking device is configured to be in electronic 
communication with the gaming machine, even when a reportable jackpot is won, the method 
comprising: 

collecting player-related information; 

storing the player-related information in an electronic medium such that it can be 

accessed by the central computer; 

allowing the player to play substantially uninterrupted on the gaming machine; 

sending signals representing jackpot-related information from the gaming machine to an 

electronic storage device when a reportable jackpot is won; 
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recording the jackpot-related infoniiatioa in an electronic medium using the tracking 
device such that it oonbo accoQaod the information is accessible by the central computer; 

crediting winnings to the gaming machine and ensuring that the plaver continaouslv 
maintains access to all winings. including all \vimiin|gs over the threshold amount: 

during the reduced interruption gaming sessi on, enahhn g pav-out to the plaver of all 
winnings, including all winnings over the threshold amount wherein the pav-out occurs before a 
jackpot-related information statement is generated: 

accessing the player-related information and jackpot-related information when the player 
is done playing; and 

generating a statement referencing jackpot-related information and player-related 
information after the reduced interruption gaming session is terminated , the statement being in a 
form complying with tax regulations- 

25 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, further comprising: 
returning signals from the central computer to the gaming machine after the jackpot- 
related information has been recorded, the returned signals causing the gaming machine to 
unlock. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, wherein allowing the player to 
play substantially uninterrupted on the gaming machine comprises: 

providing the player with a player card encoded with, at least one piece of player-related 
information; 

inserting an agent card into a card reader in communication with the gaming machine; 
entering enabling information into a keypad in communication with the gaming machine; 
removing the agent card from the card reader; 
introducing the player card into the card reader; 

sending enabling information from the gaming machine to the central computer; 
receiving a return signal from the central computer confirming authorization to 
participate in uninterrupted play; and 
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begirmidg an uninterrupted session on the gaming machine. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, wherein allowing the player to 
play substantially nnintemipted on the gaming machine further comprises: 

providing physical access to a gaming machine dedicated to reduced interruption game 

play. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, wherein the statement comprises 
IRS Form W2-G. 

29. (Currently amended) A method of allowing reduced interruption gaming, the 
method utilizing a tracking device having a central computer that is configured to be connected 
to a gaming machine, the method comprising: 

collecting player-related inforaiation adequate to satisfy the reporting requirements of a 
taxing authority; 

storing the player-related information; 

allowing the player to participate in a reduced intemiption gaming session; 

receiving electronic signals representing jackpot-related information from the gaming 
machine at the central computer when a jackpot greater than the threshold amount is won, the 
jackpot-related infonnation being adequate to satisfy the reporting requirements of the taxing 
authority; 

recording the jackpot-related information when electronic signals representing the 
jackpot-related infoimation are received from the gaming machine at tjie central computer; 

returning signals from the central computer to the gaming machine when jackpot-related 
infonnation has been recorded that automatically unlock the gaming machin e in reopo nfl o to the 
rctumod Qignalfl ; aHd 

during the reduced interruption gaming sessi on^ enahlinp pay-mit to the plaver of all 
winnings, including all winnir gs nvpr t he threshold amount, wherein the nav-out occurs before a 
iackpot-related infoTmation statement is generated: and 
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generating a statement referencing the recorded jaclq>ot-related information and stored 
player-related information after the reduced interruption gaming session is terminated playor iri 
dono participata Kg. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29, wherein collecting player-related 
information adequate to satisfy the reporting requirements of a taxing autliority furtlier 
comprises: 

accessing a document selected from the group consisting of the player's driver's license, 
the player's social security card, and the player's voter registration card. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29, further comprising: 

reporting jackpot-related information and player-related information to a taxing authority. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29, further comprising: 
providing the player with a statement referencing jadqxit-related information after the 

player is done participating. 

33 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29, wherein all owing the player to 
participate in a reduced interruption gaming session comprises: 

enabling a pre-programmed gaming machine to execute a protocol putting the gaming 
machine in to uninterrupted mode. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 33, wherein enabling a pre- 
programmed gaming machine to execute a protocol putting the gaming machine in to 
uninterrupted mode comprises: 

inserting an agent card; 

selecting uninterrupted play from a menu screen on a display; and 
inserting a player card, 

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29, wherein allowing the player to 
participate in a reduced intemiption gaming session further comprises: 
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providing the player with physical access to a game of charce dedicated to reduced 
interruption play. 

36. (Currently aineuded) An interactive network linking at least one gaming machine 
and a central control unit for allowmg reduced interruption play, the network comprising: 

a central storage unit in electronic communication with the central control unit, wherein 
the central storage unit tracks and stores player-related information adequate for compliance with 
reporting requirements of a taxing authority; 

wherein the at least one gaming machine is in communication with the central control 
unit, the at least one gaming machine is arranged to interrupt play onJy whenever a stop signal is 
received from the central control unit or an error occurs, ±e at least one gaming machine sends 
signals representing jackpot-related information to the central control unit whenever a reportable 
jackpot is won, and the jackpot-related information is adequate for compliance with reporting 
requirements of a taxing authority; 

wherein the interactive network enables pay-out to the player of all winning s, inchidinp; 
all winnin gs over the threshold amount during the reduced interruption g ami ng sessioiL and 
wherein the pav-out occurs before a lackpot-relatcd information statement is generated : 

wherein the central control unit automatically returns stop signals to the at least one 
gaming machine if a write error occurs when jaclqjot-related information is recorded, the 
returned stop signals causing the at least one gaming machine to interrupt play; and 

a reporting unit in connnunication with the central control unit, gjierein the reporting unit 
produces ct^oblo of producing statements referencing player-related information and jackpot- 
related mformatio n. after the reduced interruption gaming session is terminated . 

37. (Original) The network of claim 36, wherein the central control unit is a 
computer. 

38. (Original) The network of claim 36, wherein the player-related information 
includes a name, an address, and a tax identification number of a player. 
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39. (Origmal) The network of claim 36, wherein tlie reporting unit comprises a 
printer for printing jackpot-related and player-related infonnation in a form required by a taxing 
authority. 

40. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 36, wherein the at least one gaining 
machine includes a microprocessor programraed with a protocol for reduced interruptiDn play. 

4 1 . (Previously Presented) The network of claim 40, further comprising: 

a networking computer connected to a plurality of gaming machines and the central 
control unit, tlie networking computer facihtating electronic communication between the 
plurality of gaming macliines and the central control unit. 

42. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 40, further comprism^^^ 

a player card encoder, wherein each of the at least one gaming machines is in electronic 
communication with a card reader capable of reading infomiation encoded on a player card. 

43. (Original) The network of claim 42, wherein the at least one gaming machine 
is in communication v^dth a keypad. 

44. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 43, wherein the protocol for reduced 
interruption play is capable of being activated by an enabling event. 

45. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 44, wherein the enabUng event 
includes insertion of an agent card mto the card reader, selection of reduced intermption play 
using the keypad, and insertion of a player card into the card reader. 

46. (Previously Presented) The network of claim 45 wherem the protocol for reduced 
interruption play is deactivated by removal of the player card from the card reader. 

47. (Original) The network of claim 40, wherein physical access is limited to the 
at least one gaming machine. 
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48. (Deleted) 

49. (Deleted) 

50. (Deleted) 
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